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Background 
Since 2004, the London Water 
Research Group has organised eight 
conferences on hydro-hegemony, 
forming an important platform for 
scientists, policymakers, practitioners 
and students to share new insights 
and latest information on 
‘transboundary water interaction’. 

The discussions are based on the 
understanding that power matters 
and conflict and cooperation over 
water may happen at the same time 
or alternate. 

Participants in the conference will 
explore how a more sophisticated 
power analysis could make 
diplomatic efforts for conflict 
resolution between disputants more 
effective both advancing scientific 
knowledge and to inform policy 
makers and diplomats. 

An important value is sharing of 
knowledge between senior and 
junior researchers. 

 

The need to empower hydro-
diplomacy inspires several 
questions, challenging the process: 

• What are the nuts and bolts of 
conflict and cooperation - 
what is it that hydro- 
diplomats really do? 

• Can hydro-diplomacy indeed 
‘power’ the resolution and 
prevention of conflict? 

• Does diplomacy perpetuate power 
relations, more than other forms 
of transboundary cooperation, as 
more powerful riparians may seek 
relative gains over weaker parties 
through the cooperative process? 

• Have states been superseded as 
main movers and shakers in water 
politics? Who are the new actors 
that transform transboundary 
water interactions? 

 

Friday 
 

09.00 Welcome & registration 

09.30 

Welcome address 
The Hague Municipality, 

Arthur Mol, Rector WUR, & 

Eddy Moors, Rector IHE Delft 

09.50 
HH: the Story So Far  
Mark Zeitoun, London Water 
Research Group 

10.10 
Powering diplomacy 
Jeroen Warner, WUR 

10.25 

Hydrodiplomacy practices 
Margreet Zwarteveen & 

Jenniver Sehring, IHE Delft 

11.00 Break 

Parallel thematic sessions 

11.30 

Regional Session: Water 
Diplomacy in Latin America 

Power, data, modelling and 
decision making 

Multi-level diplomacy 

13.00 Lunch 

Parallel thematic sessions 

14.00 

Regional Session: European 
hydrodiplomacy 

Dam controversies and 
grassroots diplomacy 

State to state diplomacy 

15.30 Break 

16.00 Sharing outcomes Plenary  

16.45 

Keynote Environmental 
Diplomacy 
Ainun Nishat, IUCN 

17.15 Reception 

 

Saturday 

 
09.00 Welcome & registration 

09.30 
Welcome address 
H.E. Bilal, Ambassador of 
Bangladesh to the Netherlands.  

09.45 Recap Day 1 

10.00 
Roundtable with (ex) 
diplomats  

11.00 Break 

Parallel thematic sessions 

11.30 

Transformative analysis 

Regional Session: Asia 

Multilateralism 

13.00 Lunch 

Parallel thematic sessions 

14.00 

Regional Session: The Nile 

Science and Technology in 
water diplomacy  

Serious games 

15.30 Break 

16.00 Closing panel 

17.00 Reception 

 
 

 
 
The conference will take place at 
the Humanity Hub, Fluwelen 
Burgwal 58, The Hague 
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