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Threats due to Climate Change
◼ Climate change may increase competition for scarce water resources, complicating peace

agreements

◼ Climate change may intensify food insecurity,

◼ Climate change may hinder economic growth, thereby worsening poverty and social

instability:

◼ Climate change may lead to destabilizing forced migration and increased tensions over

existing refugee populations:

◼ Perceptions of resources shrinking as a result of climate change could increase the

resecuritization of strategic natural resources

◼ Sea level rise will impact infrastructure, increase coastal erosion and increase saltwater

intrusion into coastal aquifers

◼



Question

◼ How can we get out of 

structure of conflicts

between neighbours?

◼ Not easy

◼ Not impossible



Being aware of 

◼ Risks

◼ Opportunities



Key Points

◼ We need to have a regional concept starting

from bilateral relationship (Turkey and Iraq)

◼ Regionalization

◼ Institutinalisation

◼ Civil Society Interrelation

◼ Strategical Agricultural Investment



Why do we choose food security ?   

◼ We need to seperate the conflicts and

try to find the most applicable solution

with high level community support

◼ These areas are relatively free from

global actors involvement

◼ Easy to have shared vision, shared

goal and unity of effort



Climate related water scarcity will

◼ affect the types of crops 

◼ contribute to changes in the crop 

basket, 

◼ decrease agricultural production 

Achieving food security 

in the region is a 

demanding task



How the refugees will survive

◼ UN identified 13.5

million Syrians requiring 

humanitarian assistance, 

◼ How the refugees will survive

when they return to home ?

◼ In short term ?

◼ In long term ?  



Water conflicts dynamics turned into

◼ Operation of Dams,

◼ Irrigation of Lands,

◼ Less Water availability, 

◼ Food Unsecurity



◼ HYDRO-DIPLOMACY in 

the framework of the Nexus 

"Water, Energy, Food, 

Biodiversity" will increase to

provide stability and

security in the region

NEED TO INNOVATIVE HYDRO DIPLOMACY 



Losses in agricultural production by 2050

◼ Saudi Arabia has the largest projected 

losses in agricultural production by 2050 

(about 65 percent reduction from current 

levels),

◼ Republic of Yemen (with a 35 percent 

reduction), and

◼ the Syrian Arab Republic (projected to lose 

13 percent of its agricultural production). 

◼ The Islamic Republic of Iran and Lebanon 

each stand to lose about 5 percent of their 

agricultural production under the moderate 

economic development scenario 

considered 



GROWING FOOD IMPORT DEPENDENCY



Food Dependence





Can Food Security be a Common Objective



We need a conceptual change to achieve food security

◼ Three magic words 

to move forwards

◼ Mutually beneficial

◼ interrelations.



We need

◼ to reduce a tendency towards

greater resecuritisation with

innovative WEFB Security 

Nexus diplomacy

◼ Moving forward to Regional

Food Security Cooperation

as an initial step  



PAST EXPERIENCES - Larger Scale experience (MENA Scale) 

Despite attempts to institutionalise intra-
regional trade through initiatives such as the 
Pan-Arab Free Trade Agreement, political 
obstacles have hindered their development. 



Smaller scale experience on mutually beneficial cooperation
(2011)

◼ In June 2010, Jordan Lebanon, 
Syria and Turkey formed a 
Quadrilateral Free Trade Area. 

◼ This covered cooperation in 
energy, trade, transit and 
industry.

◼ The experiment collapsed with
the crises in Syria in 2011



Current Situation

Intra-regional trade in the Middle East 

only accounts for 5 to 10% of total trade



Food Insecurity

◼ Food security is already a core political concern in many countries in the region.

◼ A severe drought across the region in 2007/8 provided a taste of what could

happen in future. 

◼ Complete food self-sufficiency is an unrealistic goal

◼ Already the Middle East as a whole is the world’s most dependent region on 

wheat imports. 



Paradigm shift to
nexus approach

Water Energy Food  resources in the  region already 
scarce in more than one coupled with an ever increasing 
variability in availability, 

An integrated or nexus approach to resources
management and cooperation appears to be the evident
way forward. 

The nexus approach, identifies water, energy, food and
biodiversity as the central sectors and advocates for better
physical as well as policy and governance integration.

It is an approach that integrates management and 
governance across sectors and scales.

‘A nexus approach can support a transition to
sustainability at the regional level

Cooperation and partnerships 

around water, agriculture, and 

energy need to be essential



The competetive advantages define the basis for nexus and
cooperation



a few simple strategies for action.
◼ We need to reshape our visions 

◼ We need to improve inter regional trade and food security on the base of 

regional strategical agricultural investments.  

◼ We need to develope a WEF nexus approach and applicable integrated

regional development projects

• We need to be aware of that we have several technical solutions to

implement for Water and Food Security  

• We need to have a  multidisciplinary expert platform at least . Partnerships

between institutions with an applicable road map ,can enhance muttualy

trust



We Need a Vision for The Day After
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